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    Baystate Organic Certifiers

683 River St.

Winchendon, MA 01475

Email:  baystateorganic@earthlink.net
Phone:  (978)297 -4171

March 2009 Materials, Seedlings, and Planting Stock Update
Please read this important update on materials and planting stock allowed in organic production.  Contact our office if you have any questions.

Materials
Prohibited Fertilizers

The following fertilizers have been prohibited in organic production and may not be used on your certified fields or in your certified greenhouses.  The Marizyme and Agrolizer products were prohibited because they were alleged to contain prohibited synthetic substances.

· Alaska® Fish Fertilizer 5-1-1 by Lilly Miller Brands in Crop Fertilizers and Soil Amendments was found Prohibited 

· Marizyme 4-2-2 E.F. by Port Organic Products in Crop Fertilizers and Soil Amendments was found Prohibited    

· Agrolizer™ by AgroMar, Inc. in Crop Fertilizers and Soil Amendments was found Prohibited 

Jersey Greensand

OMRI recently dropped Jersey Greensand off its list of allowed substances.  This product is not prohibited, the manufacturer simply dropped OMRI approval.  You may continue to use Jersey Greensand on your certified fields.


Copper Fungicides

Champion WP is not allowed for use on organic farms.  This product was prohibited because of an issue with its inert ingredients.  Champion WG is allowed but is not available from local sources.  Growers looking for a Fixed Copper product may use Nu Cop 50 WP by Albaugh Inc.  This is an OMRI listed copper product that is listed for use in Massachusetts.  It is available from local sources including Crop Production Services in Deerfield Massachusetts..


Biodegradable Mulch
Baystate has received several calls asking whether Bio Telo Mulch is allowed for use on organic farms.  This product is not allowed.    There have been rumors that this product has been submitted for OMRI approval, as far as Baystate is aware, the rumors are not true.  It appears that this product has synthetic substances in it that are not allowed under the National Organic Standards in a biodegradable product.  If you use this mulch, it must be removed from your fields prior to it beginning to degrade, just like any other plastic mulch.  This product cannot be composted in compost piles that will be used on organic fields.
Seedlings and Planting Stock
Onion Plants

If you are growing onions from plants then you must use certified organic plants.  Dixondale Farms is not a source of organic plants.  Onions grown from Dixondale Farms seedlings are non-organic.  Certified organic plants can be purchased from Deep Grass Nursery.  You can find them at www.deepgrassnursery.com
Sweet Potato Slips
Baystate is still granting waivers for growers who can’t find enough organic sweet potato slips and must purchase non-organic slips to grow an organic crop.  For several years the only significant source of organic sweet potato slips we knew of was Mapple Farm in Canada.  Please note that Deep Grass Nursery also markets organic sweet potato slips.  You can find them at www.deepgrassnursery.com.

Annual Seedlings

Seedlings used to produce an organic crop must be from an organic source.  If you grow seedlings for sale to commercial growers, Baystate would be happy to list you as a seedling supplier on our website.  Every spring we get multiple calls from certified growers looking for seedlings.  If you want to access this market, call or email our office, and we will add you to the list of certified suppliers.
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